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Teaching Philosophy by Linda Noble Ph.D. 

“In order to teach you, I must know you.” Native Alaskan Educator 
“Reflection is the heart of intellectual organization and of the disciplined mind.” Dewey 

 

My teaching philosophy includes: a teaching objective, an understanding of how students learn, and 

teaching strategies for student learning. My teaching objective is to help students develop the 

competencies and personal qualities they need for success in school and out. Competencies require 

thinking skills: thinking creatively, making decisions, solving-problems and reasoning. Personal qualities 

include: individual responsibility, self-esteem, sociability, self-management and integrity. In addition, I 

support a culture of democratic value, respect and empathy in relations with peers and students. The 

development of necessary competencies and qualities is evident in my students’ ability to effectively use 

resources, to demonstrate interpersonal skill with people from culturally diverse backgrounds, and to 

manage information, systems and technology.  

Student learning as “growth” is an ever-present process. I believe students learn through the reconstruction 

of experience. They learn through the organization, storage and linkage of new information to their prior 

knowledge. High school adolescents learn best when they see new information has meaning in their lives.  

My teaching strategies scaffold experience tailored to individual student growth. Like a chef sticks his 

finger in the mix, I bring a tactile sense of teaching strategies to each learning situation. Effective 

strategies engage students in authentic, problem-solving activities that provide opportunities for modeling, 

observation, participation, scaffolding, articulation, and reflection, while participating in a culture of 

emerging expert practice. Our culture of expertise develops from social and environmental interactions. A 

sense of belonging is key to cultural participation. As learning is situated in our relationships, I build a 

disciplined community of learners with respect for self and others. My words and actions are caring and 

respectful. Students feel they have an active and vital role in being themselves. Students learn how to 

coordinate with, support, and lead others, to become responsible and organized in managing their own 

learning and in sustaining motivation to learn. We build trust through mutual respect. An appreciation of 

multiple perspectives and empathy is the root of our social engagement. Democratic, Socratic, dialogue is 

indispensable to our cognition. Rigorous tasks and assessments offer student choice, and require creativity 

in means, as well as accountability in outcome. Finally, I integrate technology to meet the needs of 

different learning styles, structuring complementary face-to-face and online communities.  
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My role as a teacher is to model, engage voices, scaffold learning, and leverage technology. Personal 

reflection and growth enable me to develop and renew my teaching philosophy. 




